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February 5, 2014

Dear 8th Grade Band Students and Parents:

As the registration process for the 2014-15 school year gets underway, many of you may 
have questions about your future in band, particularly the time and money commitments 
involved in Marching Band. Many of you joined band three years ago intending to 
someday be a member of the high school band, and that someday is just around the 
corner for you. The friends you’ll make and the memories of your experiences in high 
school band will truly last a lifetime.
 
We are very proud of our Jenison High School band program. Our concert bands are well 
known across the state for their consistently high level of performance. All three concert 
bands have consistently earned ‘I’ ratings at the MSBOA District Band Festival. The Wind 
Symphony, Jenison’s top concert band, performs music of the highest difficulty level for 
high school and even college bands. Last year, the Wind Symphony was one of two high 
school bands from the whole state selected to perform at the Michigan Music Conference. 
Students also have opportunities to perform in Jazz Band, Pep Band, Symphony Orchestra, 
Musical Pit Orchestra, and various small ensembles for Solo & Ensemble Festival.

The Jenison High School Marching Band is probably the most visible aspect of our 
program. The Marching Band is highly respected throughout the state and the nation for its 
reputation of excellence both on and off the competitive field. The members, staff, and 
band boosters all have a great deal of pride in our program. The group enjoyed a 
tremendously successful season of competition this year, culminating in their third straight 
state championship and advancement to the National Semifinals (top 30 bands in the 
nation).  Some of their recent honors include:
  
• 2013 Michigan Competing Band Association (MBCA) Flight II State Champion!

• 2013 Bands of America Regional Finalist, Toledo, OH - Class AA Champion, Outstanding Music 
Performance & Outstanding Visual Performance Awards

• 2012 Michigan Competing Band Association (MBCA) Flight II State Champion!

• 2012 Bands of America Grand National Semifinalist
• 2012 Bands of America Regional Finalist, Pontiac MI - Class AA Champion, Outstanding Visual 

Performance & Outstanding General Effect Awards
• 2011 Michigan Competing  Band Association (MCBA) Flight II State Champion!

• 2011 Bands of America Grand National Semifinalist - 4th Place in Class AA
• 2011 Bands of America Regional Finalist, Pontiac, MI - Outstanding Music Performance Award
• 2010 Bands of America Regional Finalist, Pontiac, MI - Outstanding Music Performance Award
• 2009 Disney Magic Music Days Parade
• 2009 Bands of America Regional Finalist, Centerville, OH - Outstanding Music Performance Award
• 2008 Bands of America Grand Nationals Semifinalist (top 30 in the nation) - 4th Place in Class AA
• 2008 Bands of America Regional Finalist, Ypsilanti, MI
• 2007 Bands of America Grand Nationals Semifinalist - 4th Place in Class AA
• 2007 Bands of America Regional Finalist, Youngstown, OH



The Jenison High School Marching Band is more than just a student activity. This is a 
closely knit group of students and adults working together to achieve something great - 
and that greatness is achieved year after year.  

This spring, all eighth graders will perform a playing test which will also serve as their 
audition for the high school concert bands and marching band. Generally, those who do 
well on their audition and have the desire to be in marching band will make it. (Poor 
behavior or lack of effort during  this school year might prevent a student from participation 
in marching band.) This audition serves many purposes including:

• Chair tryouts within our current 8th grade band;
• A portion of your current grade in band class;      
• Identifying strengths and weaknesses in your playing to help both you and the band as a 

whole improve;
• Determining your eligibility for the marching band;
• Determining your placement and chair order next year in Concert Band, Symphonic 

Band, or Wind  Symphony at the High School.

We will take more time to discuss details about marching  band in a month or so, and we’ll 
be looking for a marching band membership commitment (including a $100.00 deposit) 
by the end of April. The only decision you must make at this point is whether you’ll be 
participating in the high school concert band program. We strongly encourage every 8th 
grade band student to continue playing your instrument, thereby satisfying  your Fine Arts 
graduation requirement.

We place tremendous value on the interaction between students, staff and parents who all 
make up the Jenison Band family, and hope you will continue to be a part of it as a 
member of our high school band program.  Please don’t hesitate to call or ask questions 
anytime.

Sincerely,

Mr. Dave Zamborsky
Mr. Michael York
Mrs. Anne Gembis



Some common 8th grade student and parent questions or concerns:

“I can’t fit band into my schedule with all the academics and college prep courses.”
Many band students are strong, focused academic students. Two to five members of the top 10 
graduates every year are band members. Students with a heavy academic load usually enjoy the 
hour off from “hitting  the books,” as band offers a unique classroom environment during the 
school day. Graduation requirements will not adversely affect most band students, and the 
possibility of taking  a “0” hour class (before school starts) helps many students get all of their 
classes in while still having  time for other electives. Oftentimes, students who may struggle a bit 
academically actually find that they do best in their classes during  marching season, when their 
time is inherently more structured, and they have many friendly peers around who can help them 
with their academics.

“Which band do I register for in  high school?”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
There are three concert groups at the high school. As a result of the auditions in 8th grade, most 
incoming  9th graders become members of the Concert Band. Many freshmen who work hard and 
do well on their audition are placed in Symphonic Band or Wind Symphony, the second and top 
group at Jenison High School. Since your placement will not be determined by the time you need 
to submit your course selections, we have simplified the registration documents so you only have 
to select “Band” when you select your courses online. We will take care of placing  you in the 
appropriate ensemble after auditions are completed.

“Can I be in band AND choir/orchestra?”
We very much support students participating  in more than one of our excellent music programs at 
Jenison throughout their high school career.  Although graduation requirements make this a bit 
difficult, students can fulfill all their graduation requirements, take two music classes all four years, 
and still have room for other electives in their schedule, provided they take some zero hour 
courses.  Sample schedules will be distributed to all eighth grade music students.

“Marching Band takes too much time.”
Marching Band requires no more time than most sports and many other extracurricular activities at 
Jenison High School. Here’s exactly how much time it really takes: Approximately eight rehearsals 
take place on Monday and/or Tuesday nights in June and July to teach music and marching 
fundamentals.  These June and July rehearsals are required unless students/families are out of town 
on vacation, in which case they are excused. Pre-Band Camp is July 28-31 and involves 8:00-4:00 
rehearsals at the high school as we begin putting  the show on the field. August 4-8 are the dates 
for this year’s Band Camp at Hope College. Post Camp will be held at the high school August 
19-22 from 8:00 to 4:00, with our Community Performance Friday night at 7:00.  Once school 
begins, there are Monday and Tuesday night rehearsals 6:00-9:00, and most Saturdays involve 
morning  and afternoon practice and evening  competitions. Attendance is mandatory at all 
rehearsals. If a student must miss a rehearsal, we simply need great communication from the 
parents. The marching season lasts until about the middle of November.

“How much does it cost to be in Marching Band?”
The initial cost of buying  shoes and uniform parts makes your 9th grade year just a little bit more 
expensive. Annual costs for all students include band camp, food on Saturdays, and travel, 
housing, and food for any out-of-state trips. With our current plans for the 2014 season (including 
our trip to Nationals in Indianapolis), we are tentatively approximating  a participation fee of 
$800.00 per student. In today’s economy, we understand that some families might find it difficult 
to support a child in marching band; however, we certainly hope the cost never keeps a student 
from being  a part of this great organization. As you know, the Band Boosters offer many fundraisers 
throughout the year to help  offset your band expenses. Your participation in these fundraisers is 



highly encouraged! In fact, it is possible for parents to not pay anything  for their student 
throughout high school, with some careful planning  and consistent fundraising. Also keep in mind 
that student and parent communication with the directors and Band Boosters can solve most 
problems. 

“Can I do Marching Band and still participate in fall sports?”  
The answer is yes, though you will definitely be a busy person! We have always taken a great deal 
of pride in the fact that so many athletes participate in band. The band directors will communicate 
with the coaches and athletic directors about any conflicts, and we always try to make everything 
work out in your best interest.

“I want to stay in band, but I can’t be in Marching Band.”
Band is a year-long  course, so students may not “opt out” of one semester or the other. All high 
school band members who are not in Marching  Band work on music fundamentals during  the first 
nine weeks of school. While we know there are sometimes irreconcilable reasons a student can 
not do Marching  Band, we strongly encourage our eighth graders (and their parents!)  to try 
Marching Band, at least for their freshman year. Along  with being  part of an outstanding  musical 
group, there are so many social benefits to being in Marching Band. If you’re “on the fence” about 
doing Marching  Band, go ahead and join! You will really improve on your instrument, and you’ll 
be a part of something truly great. 

“Can I be in Jazz Band?”
Jazz Band meets as an extracurricular activity on Thursdays after school once marching  band 
season ends. The group is open to everyone, with auditions taking  place if some sections get too 
large. We will have sign-ups for interested students towards the end of marching season.

“How do I get into the Pep Band that plays at basketball games?”
Pep Band is an all-volunteer group made up of student musicians from all three concert groups.  
Many band members enjoy playing  music of a very different style from regular concert season fare.  
The group rehearses for an hour before selected home boys’ and girls’ varsity basketball games.  

“How is participation in Symphony Orchestra or Musical Pit Orchestra determined?”
These opportunities are available to our Wind Symphony members. Selection is primarily based on 
seating order.

Questions about Band/Marching Band? 
The band directors are more than happy to answer any questions you may have. Email is 
the best method of communication for us. If you’d like to be put in touch with a high 
school band parent to get their perspective, just let us know! Of course you’re always 
welcome to attend our Band Booster meetings to get more information. Our next meeting 
is Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 7:00.



High School Class Scheduling Notes for 8th Grade Band
Please add this sheet to the information you are given from the High School counseling staff.

The requirements for all graduating seniors in Michigan are as follows:

4    Credits of Math (Yes, Geometry in 8th Grade counts, but you must take your 4th math course your Senior year.)

4    Credits of Language Arts (1 Credit of English 9, plus 1.5 of Writing and 1.5 of Literature)

3    Credits of Social Studies (1 Credit each of US and World History, .5 Credits each of Gov. and Econ.)

3    Credits of Science  (Yes, 8th Grade Science counts for .5 credits, if you pass it!)  (Must take at least 1 Credit of  

 Biology, .5 Credits of Chemistry, .5 Credits of Physics, plus an additional .5 of Chemistry OR Physics)

2    Credits of Foreign Language (Yes, taking HS Foreign Language in Junior High counts!)

1    Credit of Visual, Performing, or Applied Arts (For most of you, this will be BAND next year!!!)

1    Credit of Physical Education and Health (Freshman Sports or Marching Band allows you to skip 2nd Sem. PE.)

.5   Credit of Decisions/ACT Prep (Must be taken Junior Year.)

18.5  Total Required Credits (A credit is a full year course. A half credit (.5) is a semester course.)

Every student must take (at least) 6 classes per year, for 4 years, for a total of 24 credits.

 (In order to graduate, students must pass at least 22 of those credits.)

This leaves you with an additional 5.5 credits to choose whatever electives you’d like. (24-18.5)

 (Electives are anything that’s not already required to graduate like more music or foreign language classes, 

 more AP classes, theater classes, art classes, etc. This number does not include your first credit of band/fine arts that 

 is required)

If you take a zero hour, this gives you an additional elective credit. If you take a zero hour for all three 

 years that it’s offered, you get a total of 8.5 elective credits. (And this doesn’t even count your first 

 year of band/fine-arts, because that’s already required!)

Other important info to know:

 - Try to think of your schedule as a four-year plan. You may not be able to fit everything you want 

into your Freshman year, but it’s highly likely you can do everything by the time you graduate. The Junior 

and Senior year schedules are MUCH more open and flexible.

 - We recommend taking Foreign Language Classes in the later years of your High School career. 

This is so that your studies are closer in time to your college placement exams and so that you will be 

able to continue your music classes.

- The only ‘non-core’ course that is required during a specific year is Decisions (which must be taken during 

the Junior year.) All other courses are ok to take any year, including PE, Foreign Language, (sometimes 

even Science and Social Studies, etc.)



My Possible Four-Year-Plan
High School Schedule

(Periods aren’t necessarily in the correct order.....)
(Printed courses are required courses)

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

(Zero hour*)

Period 1 Math Math Math Math

Period 2 Lang. Arts Lang. Arts Lang. Arts Lang. Arts

Period 3 Science Science Science

Period 4 Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies

Period 5 Band/Fine Arts

Period 6 P.E.
Decisions and another 

semester course

*The current zero hour classes are 9th Grade Biology, 10th Grade World History, and 11th Grade Physics.

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

(Zero hour*)

Period 1

Period 2

Period 3

Period 4

Period 5

Period 6


