
  
Booster Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018    7:00 pm 
JHS Triple Conference Room 

 
Attending:  Vicki Thompson, Glenna Fawcett, Michelle Neumann, Kimberly Longstreet, Sue 
VandenBerge, Maureen Byrne, Dennis Ilkanic, Chris/Jodi Rysko, Kris Shavinski, Aimee Doornaert, 
Amanda Moerdyk, Jenny Care, Ernie/Linda Walters, Kaylene Westerhuis, Beth Kachel 
 
 
WELCOME 
    President:  Vicki Thompson 
 Vicki welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2018. 
    Vice-President: Glenna Fawcett 
 
    Secretary’s Report: Kimberly Longstreet 
 The October 2017 Minutes were presented, and a motion to approve was requested.  Dennis 

Ilkanic moved to approve; Maureen Byrne seconded the motion, all present were in favor. 
    Treasurer’s Report: Michelle Neumann 
 The Budget presented was complete through February.  Jenison hosted Winter Guard the 

previous weekend but final numbers were not yet available.  The initial estimate is the income will 
be low as ticket sales were down and some schools did not show up. 

 
The Jenison Invitational brought in $68,500 after expenses—approximately $8000 higher than 
last year.  After a few weeks of rain-outs and the beautiful day, the guest number was 
phenomenal.  Incoming VanAndel money is behind, but those present felt sales have been good 
recently. 

 
Overall, it’s been a really good year.  However, if there are any questions, let Michelle know. 

    Director’s Report: Dave Zamborsky, Trevor Kline, Anne Gembis, Marc Palma 
 Mr. Palma gave a recap of the Junior High Festival performances.  Both the 7th grade band and 

8th grade band did fantastic, receiving 1s all around.  Next up are the recruitment concerts where 
the 8th grade band plays for the 5th graders to generate interest. 

. 
 Mrs. Gembis reiterated that the kids did a great job.  Festival ran smoothly, and groups love to 

come and play at the JCA.  Playing tests are coming up.  High school testing starts next Monday.  
Most of the 7th graders plan to stay in band for 8th grade; it is still unsure how many will stay from 
6th grade to 7th grade.  The number of students staying from 8th grade to 9th grade looks positive 
as many are looking forward to being part of the high school program.  Many eager 5th graders 
have been taking the music tests, asking great questions, receiving encouragement to give band 
a try.  It should be known by the beginning of May how many 6th graders there will be. 

 
 Mr. Kline noted there are a few after school ensembles.  December started pep band where the 

students transitioned into basketball games.  They played four consecutive Fridays in February, 
and included some alumni who came back and played a couple games.  Jazz band recently 
started rehearsing once a week.  At the end of April they are scheduled to play at the Thornapple 
Arts Council where the town of Hastings turns into a giant jazz festival.  The Percussion 
Ensemble has been rehearsing and has three pieces.  

 
 Mr. Zamborsky announced the high school bands all had a successful festival season as well.  

Last Saturday was the State solo and ensemble where about ten students performed, after a lot 
of kids participated in District.  Winter Guard has been having a great season.  Currently, the JV 
team is 3rd in State, which is great considering about 2/3 of the team is junior high students with 
no color guard experience.  The two schools ahead of them are Rockford and Caledonia, both 



consisting of all high school students, so very proud of our placement.  The Varsity is currently in 
second place to Lake Orion.  The final competition is in Dayton, Ohio the week after spring break.  
State is the Saturday at the end of Spring Break.  

 
Finally, Mr. Kline indicated he was sure everyone knew by now, but announced that this will be 
his last year teaching and he has enjoyed being here.  However, following a few family events 
and lots of conversation, in July he will be starting school in Florida to become a chiropractor and 
eventually joining his dad’s practice.  While he is excited, this has been a really hard decision.  He 
has loved getting to know and working with all the students, and feels that what we have here is 
really special.  

 
The job opening was posted the day he told kids – March 2 – and will be open through April 6.  
Approximately 30 applications have been received so far, and it is felt a few more will come over 
spring break.  After that, Mr. Zamborsky, Mr. Palma, Mrs. Gembis and Administration will spend a 
couple of weeks reviewing the applications and interviewing qualified candidates.  
 
While we are all sorry to see him go, we wish him well. 

  
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 

1. Officer Openings for 2018/19  
a. Vice President 
b. Secretary 
c. Co-Chair for Hospitality/Feed the Band Committee 
d. Fundraiser Committee 
e. Blog Writer 
 

The Vice President is a one year position, moving to president the year after.  Secretary can be a year, or 
longer if the person desires.  Co-Chair of Hospitality/Feed the Band will work with Amanda Moerdyk, and 
a Chair of the Fundraiser Committee is needed as Beth Kachel will be stepping down.  Melissa English 
has been the blog writer for the last few years, but would like to pass on to someone else.  She will 
continue to write if no one volunteers as the blog is a great tool for incoming 9th grade students and 
parents. 
 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 

1. Hospitality/Feed the Band - Amanda Moerdyk 
Amanda had nothing major to report.  She has done an inventory of the cupboards to see what is 
available to start.  The first feed the band will be during mini-camp, so will get something posted 
prior to that. 

  
Aimee Doornaert volunteered to co-chair the committee with Amanda, so that opening has been 
filled. 

2. Props - Dave Hill 
Dave was not present – no report. 

3. Fundraisers - Beth Kachel 
a. There will be a price increase on subs, to $3.25.  For every sub purchased, $1 will go to 

the students account.  The Sub Sale will run from April 30 - May 14, with orders and 
money due by 3PM on Tuesday May 15th. 

b. Sub pickup will be May 24th 5-7pm at the High School cafeteria entrance (atrium) 
The price increase is due to Bob’s Butcher Block’s increase in pricing.  A sign-up genius will be 
sent, requesting volunteers to help with picking up, sorting and distributing.  Two  volunteer 
credits will be given. 

 
The Orchestra has decided to do Countryside Greenhouse Gift Cards without the band.  If the 
band wants to still do, we can, or Beth announced she could look to see if WW Greenhouse can 
do a range of amounts – and they are closer.  Beth will make calls and keep everyone posted. 

4. VanAndel Concessions - Tabitha Fisher 
 . Email Tabitha at JPSfineartsprograms@gmail.com if you want to be included on the 

communication list for working VanAndel Concessions.  Tabby Fisher took over from Jamie 

mailto:JPSfineartsprograms@gmail.com


Fisher, and has been coordinating for a while now, and doing well.  Junior high families have 
already started helping as well. 

5. Scrip - Katie Grandy 
There was no word on updates from Katie.  It has been heard, though, that the Jenison Peppinos 
is willing to do scrips certificates – redeemable at the Jenison and Byron Center locations.  What 
type of refund the students will earn has not yet been determined.   

6. Sewing - Vicki Thompson 
No news 

7. Wearables - Jodi Rysko 
Order dates for show shirts has been set, but there is nothing more that can be done at the 
moment.  She still has some car decals.  Call or email if anyone needs.   

8. Uniforms - Barb Windsor/Kimberly Longstreet 
There is nothing to report at this time. 

9. Chaperones - Barb Bohlinger/Maureen Byrne 
The competition schedule is on website if people want to see.  Sign up will be after the June 
meeting.  

 
In regards to competitions, Mr. Zamborsky announced that the MCBA met a couple weeks ago 
and has proposed, and passed, to move to five flights.  There will be 10 schools in each flight, 
increasing the total size to 50 from 48.  This also shifts the breakdown within flights, which 
unfortunately means Reeths Puffer will no longer be in our flight.  From this side of the state, we 
will compete against Forest Hills Northern and Grandville, along with Walled Lake and L’anse 
Creuse from the East side.  The tough part is we won’t see all at the local competitions, having to 
wait until State to see where we stand.  There has also been lots of discussion in the past about 
the scores not being equitable between the west and east, so this will be a whole new 
experience.   

10. Invitational -Andrew & Mary Beach/Jim & Melissa English/Ross & Carrie DeBruyn 
(mentors) 

 . The Jenison Invitational is scheduled for October 20, 2018.  Freshman parents will be asked to 
join the committee. 

11. Concessions - Dennis Ilkanic 
Dennis has already been looking into renting grills for the Invitational.  A&B Rentals can get us 
gas grills, but he would also like more of a flat top griddle as it is easier to tell when meat is done.  
The cost is estimated at about $200 for two grills (one for each concession stand), along with a 
delivery fee of $90 unless someone can pick up.  He has also looked into pretzel warmers as last 
year they attempted to use the microwave, but kept blowing circuits. 

12. Blog - Melissa English 
Melissa is looking for someone to replace her.   

 
 
Upcoming dates 

• April 17 - Next Booster Meeting - 7pm 
• April 26 - TAC Jazz Festival 
• April 30 - Bazany Recital - 7:30pm 
• May 11 - HS Spring Band concert - 7:30pm 
• May 15 - JH Spring Band Concert - 7:30pm 
• May 18 - Percussion Ensemble Concert - 7:30pm 
• May 22 - Symphony Orchestra Concert - 7:30pm 
• May 28 - Memorial Day Parade 
• June 25 & 26 - Marching Band Mini Camp 

 

**The mandatory Band Booster meeting/Parent meeting is tentatively set for June 
5.  An exact date will be determined and everyone will be kept informed.** 
 

Band Booster meeting minutes, downloads and schedules are posted on the website at www.jenisonbands.org 

Please sign up to help donate at signupgenius.com - creators email jpsbands@gmail.com 
To add your name to the JBB email list, please contact Kimberly Longstreet at kimberlylongstreet@att.net 

http://www.jenisonbands.org/
mailto:jpsbands@gmail.com

